
 

ASHRAE Associate Society Alliance 
 

Collaboration Agreement and 

Membership Requirements 
 
 

ASHRAE’s mission statement requires Society “To serve humanity…”. At the same time, we 
recognize that ASHRAE, working alone, cannot make a difference in the ‘critical issues’ that we 
all face worldwide. Accordingly, ASHRAE, in its desire to best serve humanity by creating a 
more sustainable, resilient world for all, endeavors to produce a more effective and fruitful 
exchange of technical information, knowledge and ideas among engineers engaged in the arts 
and sciences of heating, ventilation, air-conditioning and refrigeration by making it possible for 
any qualifying society, engaged in the similar fields of technical 
activity, to become an Associate Society of ASHRAE. 

Due to the importance of our mission, it is imperative that ASHRAE has clear policies to amplify 
our ability to collaborate and cooperate with like-minded HVAC&R societies while minimizing 
any negative, unintended consequences from competition and conflict. This collaboration 
agreement between ASHRAE and an Associate Society is intended to identify the rights, 
responsibilities and requirements that are attributable to both ASHRAE and its Associate 
Societies. 
 
I. BASIC REQUIREMENTS 

The basic requirements for an organization within the built environment to become an  
ASHRAE Associate are as follows: 

A. Application will be limited to HVAC&R societies located outside of the United States and 
Canada whose purpose is to advance the arts and sciences of heating, refrigerating, air 
conditioning or ventilation. Applications for affiliate, non-voting AASA membership can 
also be accepted from industrial/manufacturer associations (such as EUROVENT, AMCA, 
etc.) and federations (such as FAIAR, REHVA, etc.) within and outside of North America. 

B. Organizations applying for association must have been in existence a minimum of five 
consecutive years and have no less than 50 members in good standing at the signing of 
agreement. The membership requirement is waived for affiliate, non-voting AASA 
membership. 

C. The membership requirements of organizations applying for association must be open to 
all individuals who meet the minimum requirements for ASHRAE membership. (Please 
reference ASHRAE’s website at Join ASHRAE for qualifications of ASHRAE 
membership.) The membership requirement is waived for affiliate, non-voting AASA 
membership. 

D. All organizations seeking membership in AASA shall adhere to ASHRAE’s Code of Ethics 
Code of Ethics | ashrae.org.  

 
II. RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND PRIVILEGES ATTRIBUTABLE TO ASHRAE 

ASHRAE acknowledges the following: 

A. ASHRAE will strive to collaborate and cooperate with the Associate Society to advance 
the arts and sciences of the HVAC&R industry to serve humanity. 

B. ASHRAE will act with honesty, fairness, courtesy, competence, inclusiveness, and 
respect for others, which exemplify our core values of excellence, commitment, integrity, 
collaboration, volunteerism, and diversity. 

https://www.ashrae.org/membership/join
https://www.ashrae.org/about/governance/code-of-ethics


C. ASHRAE will avoid any real or perceived conflict of interest in its dealings with the 
Associate Society. 

D. ASHRAE will endeavor to avoid unfair competition1 with the Associate Society with 
respect to membership recruitment or revenue streams 

E. ASHRAE will continue to grow its membership and serve its members2 in keeping with 
its mission. 

i. The formation of chapters, sections, and student branches is a decision to be 
made by local ASHRAE members and is therefore not controlled by ASHRAE. 
The rules and regulations regarding the formation of chapters, sections, and 
student branches is contained within the Manual of Chapter Operations (MCO) 
MCO - Manual For Chapter Operations.  

ii. If local ASHRAE members choose to form a chapter, section, or student branch, 
the local AASA society should be informed of the intent and the process to be 
followed to form a chapter, section, or student branch. 

iii. If an ASHRAE chapter, section, or student branch is already existing in that 
country, the proposed new ASHRAE chapter, section, or student branch shall be 
comprised of new ASHRAE members and shall not compete with the existing 
ASHRAE chapter, section, or student branch. 

iv. The proposed ASHRAE chapter, section, or student branch will endeavor to work 
in harmony with the local AASA societies to ensure that both the local ASHRAE 
chapter, section, or student branch and the local AASA organization benefit 
humanity. 

F. ASHRAE may promote, endorse, sponsor and/or collaborate on joint conferences, 
seminars, forums, and other technical events with an AASA organization if it is mutually 
determined that the collaboration benefits both organizations and the community as a 
whole. 

i. If it is mutually determined that ASHRAE should be involved in a joint endeavor, a 
business case on any particular collaboration project shall be agreed upon and 
balanced benefits measured. A clear statement of benefits to each organization 
shall be developed. 

ii. If a local ASHRAE chapter or group is available, and so inclined, it shall similarly 
be involved in the joint endeavor and will be held to the same rights, 
responsibilities, and privileges as ASHRAE Society. 

iii. If it is mutually determined that ASHRAE and/or a local ASHRAE chapter or group 
shall be involved in a joint endeavor, a detailed budget must be prepared 
showing all expected expenses and revenues for the endeavor. A detailed 
explanation of how the expenses, revenues and excess are to be divided 
between ASHRAE, its local chapter or group and the AASA organization shall be 
produced. 

iv. If the joint activity is dependent on ASHRAE funding, the funding request shall be 
submitted to ASHRAE prior to the end of the preceding Society year, so that it 
may be included in the current year’s budget.   

v. ASHRAE must inform the local AASA organization if an ASHRAE topical 
conference is planned in that country.  

vi. ASHRAE and its chapters and groups shall comply with the requirements for 
product shows and equipment expositions, as outlined in the Manual of Chapter 
Operations (MCO) MCO - Manual For Chapter Operations. 

_________________________  
1 ASHRAE will avoid recruiting an Associate Society’s members, sponsors, or supporters by using unfair or unethical  
  methods. 
2 Serving members includes, but is not limited to, holding seminars, DL lectures and other similar activities 

https://www.ashrae.org/communities/chapters/ashrae-chapters/manual-for-chapter-operations
https://www.ashrae.org/communities/chapters/ashrae-chapters/manual-for-chapter-operations


 

G. Members of ASHRAE in good standing are entitled to register for meetings and 
conferences conducted by AASA organizations at AASA member registration rates. 
Each Society agrees to provide the other with one complimentary VIP registration to the 
primary annual meeting of the other organization. 

H. Members of ASHRAE in good standing are entitled to purchase publications of AASA 
organizations at AASA member prices. 

I. ASHRAE will provide each AASA organization with any regular monthly publication 
produced by ASHRAE. 

J. In an attempt to facilitate communication and collaboration, ASHRAE will survey their 
members in the country of the AASA organization and request their permission to share 
their name and contact information with the AASA organization. To reciprocate, the 
AASA organization will survey its members to identify ASHRAE members and request 
their permission to share their name and contact information with ASHRAE. It is hoped 
that this common pool of ASHRAE volunteers will serve as the foundation for future 
collaboration and communication. 

 
III. RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND PRIVILEGES ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE ASSOCIATE 

SOCIETY 

Each ASHRAE Associate Society Alliance (AASA) organization acknowledges the  
following: 

A. The AASA organization will strive to collaborate and cooperate with ASHRAE and its 
local chapters to advance the arts and sciences of the HVAC&R industry to serve 
humanity. 

B. The AASA organization will act with honesty, fairness, courtesy, competence, 
inclusiveness, and respect for others, which exemplify ASHRAE’s core values of 
excellence, commitment, integrity, collaboration, volunteerism, and diversity. 

C. The AASA organization will avoid any real or perceived conflict of interest in its dealings 
with the ASHRAE and its local chapters. 

D. The AASA organization will endeavor to avoid unfair competition3 with ASHRAE and its 
local chapters with respect to membership recruitment or revenue streams. 

i. The AASA organization will not distribute ASHRAE standards, DL presentations, 
Handbooks or other ASHRAE member benefits for free or at a reduced rate 
without the written permission of ASHRAE. 

E. The AASA organization will continue to grow its membership and serve its members in 
keeping with its mission4. 

i. The formation of affiliated groups to serve an AASA organizations members, 
students, or other similar groupings is a decision to be made by the AASA 
organization. 

ii. If an AASA organization chooses to form affiliated groups, ASHRAE Society and 
the local ASHRAE entity should be informed of the intent and the process to form 
such affiliated groups. 

iii. The proposed AASA affiliated group will endeavor to work in harmony with 
ASHRAE Society and the local ASHRAE entities to ensure that both the local 
AASA affiliated group and ASHRAE, and the local ASHRAE entities, benefit 
humanity. 

_________________________ 
3 The Associate Society will avoid recruiting ASHRAE members, sponsors, or supporters by using unfair or unethical 
  methods. 



iv. An AASA organization, in consensus with ASHRAE, may establish an ASHRAE 
group, chapter, section, or student branch within its organization. The process of 
establishing an ASHRAE group, chapter, section, or student branch will follow the 
‘Model Plan to Establish Chapters with National Associations’, attached as 
Attachment A. 

F. An AASA organization may promote, endorse, sponsor and/or collaborate on joint 
conferences, seminars, forums, and other technical events with ASHRAE if it is mutually 
determined that the collaboration benefits both organizations and the community as a 
whole. 

i. If it is mutually determined that ASHRAE should be involved in a joint endeavor, a 
business case on any particular collaboration project shall be agreed upon and 
balanced benefits need to be measured. A clear statement of benefits to each 
organization shall be developed. 

ii. If an AASA chapter and/or a local ASHRAE chapter or group is available, and so 
inclined, it shall similarly be involved in the joint endeavor and will be held to the 
same rights, responsibilities, and privileges. 

iii. If it is mutually determined that ASHRAE should be involved in a joint endeavor, a 
detailed budget shall be prepared showing all expected expenses and revenues 
for the endeavor. A detailed explanation of how the expenses, revenues and 
excess are to be divided between ASHRAE, and the AASA shall be produced. 

iv. The AASA organization must inform ASHRAE and any local ASHRAE chapter if a 
topical conference is organized in the country of the AASA member or AASA 
affiliate member. 

G. Members in good standing of AASA organizations are entitled to register for Society 
meetings and conferences of ASHRAE at ASHRAE member registration rates. Each 
Society agrees to provide the other with one complimentary VIP registration to the 
primary annual meeting of the other organization. 

H. Members in good standing of AASA organizations are entitled to purchase ASHRAE 
Society publications at ASHRAE member prices. 

I. AASA organizations will endeavor to attend an AASA meeting twice a year. ASHRAE will 
organize an AASA meeting at each winter meeting. The second yearly meeting could be 
at the ASHRAE annual meeting or at another location to be decided by AASA. 

J. A virtual ASHRAE Library, consisting of monthly ASHRAE Journals, annual volumes of 
the Handbook series, Meeting Transactions will be provided to each AASA member in 
good standing. 

i. AASA members may translate and reprint ASHRAE meeting and Journal papers 
following formal written permission to do so. 

 
IV. IDENTIFICATION OF ASSOCIATION 

Associates may print on their letterhead: Associate of ASHRAE 
 

V. DISASSOCIATION 

ASHRAE reserves the right to disassociate with any AASA organization by withdrawing 
their ‘in-good-standing’ status, due to a failure to meet these AASA membership 
requirements, ASHRAE’s Code of Ethics, or precipitating a conflict of interest. 

 
_________________________ 
4 Serving members includes, but is not limited to, holding seminars, DL lectures and other similar activities 
 



 

VI. APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
If the applicant meets the basic requirements for association as outlined herein and 
desires to apply for association with ASHRAE as an AASA member, a ‘Collaboration 
Agreement and Membership Requirements’ form, signed by an authorized officer of the 
organization, shall be transmitted to ASHRAE as outlined herein. Further, a formal 
letter/request signed by an authorized officer of the applicant organization shall be 
directed to the AASA chairman, and the Director of Member Services of ASHRAE, 
stating that the national Society, by approval of its Governing Board, has voted to apply 
for status as an ASHRAE Associate Society. This letter must state that the national 
society is fully aware of the basic requirements, rights, responsibilities, and privileges for 
association with ASHRAE and that it agrees to this ‘Collaboration Agreement and 
Membership Requirements’. 
 

When completed, mail this agreement, the above referenced letter, and the attached AASA 
Application Request Form to: 

Director – Member Services 
c/o ASHRAE 
180 Technology Parkway 
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092 

Email: AASA@ashrae.org 
 
Upon receipt of this request for association, it will be reviewed by the Executive Committee for 
compliance with requirements and submitted to the ASHRAE Board of Directors for approval. 
The organization applying for association will then be officially notified of the action taken by the 
Board of Directors of ASHRAE. Should the number of Associate Societies in any country 
increase, ASHRAE reserves the right to review its relations with the Associate Society in that 
country to ensure maximum cooperation and to avoid duplication of effort. 
 
Once AASA membership has been approved by the ASHRAE Board of Directors, a membership 
certificate will be issued. 
 
 
Agreed and accepted: 
     
For the organization  For ASHRAE 
   
   
Signature:   Signature:  

Name:    Name:   

Title:    Title:  ASHRAE President 

Date:    Date:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:AASA@ashrae.org


ASHRAE ASSOCIATE SOCIETY ALLIANCE APPLICATION REQUEST FORM 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Society Name:       

Address Line 1:          
Address Line 2:          
Address Line 3:          
Country:          
Telephone:          
Facsimile:          
Email:          
Web Address:          
 
SOCIETY OFFICIALS (Please list elected officials on a separate page) 
 
CHIEF STAFF OFFICER (Please list person responsible for correspondence with ASHRAE – include formal title) 

Name:        Title:        

Email:         

ASHRAE Member? Yes  Membership Number:         

 No     
 
SOCIETY PRESIDENT 

Name:          

Email:          

Term of Office: From:        To:        
ASHRAE Member? Yes  Membership Number:        
 No     
 
ASSOCIATE SOCIETY ALLIANCE REPRESENTATIVE 

Name:         

Address Line 1:          

Address Line 2:          

Address Line 3:          

Country:          

Telephone:          

Facsimile:          

Email:          

ASHRAE Member? Yes  Membership Number:        

 No     



 

PUBLICATIONS 

Publication Name  Publication Frequency 

             

             

             

             

             
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Total Membership:        

Membership Grades  Approximate Number of Members 

             

             

             

             

             
 
SOCIETY MEETINGS (include 5 year listing) 

Dates  Location 

             

             

             

             

             
 
OTHER SOCIETY INFORMATION 

Native Language:       
  
Objectives:  

      

      

      

      
 
Submitted by:  

Name:       

Title:       

Email:       

Date:       
 

Return Completed Application form and a copy of your Society Bylaws to: 
Tammy Catchings 

ASHRAE 
180 Technology Parkway  Peachtree Corners, GA 30092 

 
Email: AASA@ashrae.org 
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